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Fig. 10-6 Goiter. Microscopic appearance of the thyroid in colloid
(A) parenchymatous (B), and adenomatous (C) goiter. In C a por-
tion of normal gland tissue is seen on the left; COL, colloid; FOL,
follicles, the walls of which encroach upon the follicular cavities; AD,
adenomatous tissue, alongside (above and on left) normal thyroid tissue.
Iodine, as we shall see presently (p. 453), is an essential con-
stituent of the thyroid hormone.
Hypothyroidism (thyroid deficiency}. In infants and young
children thyroid deficiency produces effects essentially similar
to those seen in animals following thyroidectomy. The defects
of physical, sexual, and mental development form a character-
istic picture to which the term cretinism is applied; the child is
called a cretin. These young victims of thyroid deficiency are
dwarfed to a marked degree and, unless the condition is cor-
rected at an early age by the administration of thyroid extract